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                  Dependency Assignment 1 
 

School-site Professional Development Workshop 

Topic 1 Introduction of Lesson 

Important points to 
present 

Slide A: Title Page 
• Education is a crucial piece of the dependency puzzle.  Ab
children often move from house to house and school to scho
needs get overlooked. 
Slide B: Learning Objectives 
• The next slide is our learning objectives for today. 

Materials 
 
N/A  

Optional  
workshop  
activities 

 
N/A 

 
Slides 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A 

 

 
B 

Follow up activity for 
participants 

Read the excerpt (chapter2) from Foster Care Today and wri
you might help dependent children. 
 
Article:   Foster Care Today 
Source:  Casey Family Programs.  
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Topic 2 

Important 
points to 
present 

Slide A: Dependency 
• The dependency system (e.g., protective custody, shelter, foster care, relative care, etc.) is a 
patchwork of professionals and paraprofessionals along with public and private organizations. 
• Foster care is a “temporary” service for youth and families in crisis.  Although the goal is 
reunification with birth families, that does not always happen. Many youth grew up in foster care.  
• Professionals report 50% of child abuse allegations.  Educators report the most child abuse 
cases, followed by  law enforcement officials 
 
Slide B: Flow Chart Slide 
• This slide provides an overview of a child’s progress through foster care.  
• When charges are substantiated, the dependency process begins.  
• A series of hearings, as you see in the slide, are conducted and a placement is found for the 
child.  Then the child may be placed back with the parent or the parent’s rights can be terminated.  
 
Slide C: Basic Facts 
• There are more than 500,000 children in foster care in the United States, 30,000 in Florida and 
5000 in Miami. 
• Average stay is three years for all youth and six years for those who turn 18 while in care.  
• The number of youth in care has doubled since the early 60’s, and is expected to reach nearly 
one million in the 21st century. 
• More children enter the system than exit and there is a high rate of reentry into care. 

Materials 
 
N/A 

Optional  
workshop 
activities 

N/A 

A 

 

 

 
Slides 

 

 

Follow-up 
activity for 

participants  

 
N/A 
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Topic 3 Educational challenges 
Important 
Points to 
Present 

Slide A:  Show Video:  You will retrieve this video from Teachers’ Choice: catalogue number 
81163.   
Slide B:  Primary Concern 
• The educational needs of foster children are becoming a national concern.  
Slide C:  National educational challenges.   
• Enrollment – Delays in obtaining academic records sometimes equals delayed enrollment. 
• Identification of youth – In most districts, it is hard to know which students are in foster 
care. In Miami-Dade, however, the Integrated Student Information System (ISIS) has new a 
code for dependent youth. All school guidance counselors have access to ISIS.  
• Assessment and delivery of services - Youth may miss school and often change schools 
so there is a decreased opportunity to receive services.  
• Monitoring- School mobility makes monitoring of educational progress difficult.  
• Collaboration - JCCs, caseworkers and teachers should work together to guide youth’s 
progress.  

Materials 1. Endless dreams film  http://www.casey.org/Home  
2. Reading titled “In their own words:  Classroom Scenarios”  

Optional 
workshop 
activities 

1. Have participants discuss their impressions of about the Endless Dreams video. 
2. Pass out reading “Classroom Scenarios” and discuss.   

A 

         
 
          
 

B 

       

Slides  
C 
 

 
 

 
 

Follow-up 
activity for 

participants 

Review the reading “In their own words: Classroom Scenarios” and write a paragraph about 
how you can help dependent youth succeed academically.   
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Topic 4 Expressed Youth Needs 

Important 
Points to 
Present 

Slide A:  Expressed Youth Needs 
 
Uncertainty of living arrangements– Youth worry about their biological parents and siblings 
often. They are concerned about their living arrangements and adjusting to new homes.  
 
Peer Relationships - Most children in foster care do not like people knowing their foster care 
status;  Label carries a social stigma; embarrassed about their parents’ situations i.e. poverty, 
mental illness, prison or substance abuse. 
 
Adult Support- Youth want help from people in a position to help them succeed in school.  
They also need emotional support that people in authority can offer. 
 
Academic assistance – Youth have a desire to do well in school and they know how important 
education impacts their future.  
  
Attendance Issues-Youth worry about missing so much school due to medical appointments, 
therapy and court dates. 
 
 

Materials N/A 
Optional 
workshop 
activities 

N/A 

Slides 

                         
                                  A 

                                          
 

Follow-up 
activity for 

participants 

Read the exerpt (pages 12-26 and executive summary) from the article “What keeps children in 
foster care from succeeding in school” and answer the following questions: 
 
Article: What keeps children in foster care from succeeding in school?   
Source:  New York: Vera Institute of Justice 
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 Topic 5 Negative Outcomes  
Important Points to 

Present 
Slide A:  Negative Outcomes 
 
• High rates of attrition among youth in foster care. 
• Many end up on welfare, as single parents, struggling with substance abuse, 

homelessness, or even in prison. 
• Even among foster youth who do graduate, many are not ready for college, as is the 

case with many disadvantaged children who are not in foster care. 
• Limited opportunity to work, to manage their own finances or even to drive, because of 

liability concerns on the part of foster parents and foster care agencies. 
• Despite many adults in their lives, like social workers, foster parents, judges, teachers, 

counselors and therapists, many youth don’t build trusting relationships with any adult.  
 

Materials Improving educational outcomes for youth in out of home care 
Optional  
workshop  
activities 

Read and discuss with a partner your answer to the following question; “Which of the 
statements surprises you the most and why?” 

Slides 

 
                                  A 

 
 

Follow-up activity 
for participants 

1. Read “Debunking the year 18 myth” 
2.  Write an argument on whether or not you agree with this paper 
 
Article:  Debunking the year 18 myth:   
Source:  Dan Brannen and Kids@home 
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Topic 6 Real Lives 

Important Points to 
Present 

Slide A:  Real Lives 
 
• The quotes before you are from real kids who attended MDPS.   
• They indicate that having that support from other people helped them 
succeed. 
• Each dependent youths life is different 
 

Materials Endless Dreams Case Studies 

Optional 
workshop 
activities 

Split the room into 3 groups and give copies of one article to each group.  
Ask each group to read the scenario together.  Tell them to be prepared to 
discuss with the whole group or how foster children’s experiences impact 
their academic life. 

Slides 

                         A 

 
 

Follow –up activity 
for participants 

Article:  Getting out of the “red zone”:  
Source:  San Francisco and Washington, DC: Youth Law Center  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
Juvenile Court Contact (JCC) Assistance Project 

Professional Development Training 
 

Topic 7 What Works With Dependent Youth  

Important 
Points to 
Present 

Slide A:  Bringing the Pieces Together 
• School personnel are an important part of bringing the pieces together. 
• The recommendations on the screen not only improve educational outcomes 
but also lead to greater life success for foster youth. . 
 
Slide B:  Building Rapport 
• Working with youth is always challenging.  However, working with these 
often-troubled youth is more difficult. 
• Trust is the foundation to building rapport with these youth.  They also need 
to see compassion and know school staff are available.     

Materials N/A 
Optional 
workshop  
activities 

N/A 

Slides 

A 

 

B 

Follow-up 
activity for 

participants 

Read the article from the National Foster Youth Advisory Council “Promoting 
Educational Success for Young People in Foster care”. 
 
Article:  Promoting Educational Success for Young People in Foster Care 
Source:  National Foster Youth Advisory Council 
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Topic 8 Your role as a school staff member 

Important Points to 
Present 

Slide A:  Where is the Time 
• We are sensitive to the fact that time is limited.   
• It is important to leverage other support staff in your school. 
Slide B:  Who Can Help 
• You do not need to be the life line for every dependent youth in your 
school or classroom, but help promote relationships so they can connect 
with someone on a personal level. 
Slide C:  Local Resources 
• There are other local agencies that help specifically with dependent 
youth  
• Contact information will be provided for these agencies 
 

Materials Contact information for Local Resources 
Optional 
workshop 
activities 

N/A 

A 

 

B 

 

Slides 
C 

 

 

Follow-up activity 
for participants 

N/A  
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Topic 9 Why school staff are vital 

Important Points to 
Present 

Slide A:  Why School Staff  are vital  
• Melissa, a graduate of a North Miami Senior High, is a local example of 
how one counselor made a difference for a dependent youth. 
• She was a senior, accepted at UF and didn’t know how to pay for it. 
• Her CAP advisor knew who to call for help 
• Melissa is now a second year student at UF in the Nursing Program 
• Research reveals that abused and neglected youth who have been 
successful in life had at least one thing in common:  a significant adult in their 
lives.  You are a powerful force and can be that adult. 
Let them know about the opportunities they have specifically because they 
are in foster care.   
• Although the State provides them with numerous opportunities for 
financial aid, continuing education and job training many of them lack the 
necessary skills, guidance and information needed to take advantage 
of these programs. 
 
 

Materials N/A   
Optional workshop 

activities 
N/A 

Slides 

  
 

Follow-up activity 
for participants 

Consider ways that your daily activities can impact the long-term success of 
dependent youth.  
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Topic 10 Opportunities 

Important Points to 
Present 

Slide A:  Educational Opportunities 
• If a student turns 18 while in foster care and has been in foster care at least 6 
months prior to their 18th birthday, they qualify  for the Road to Independence 
Program (RTI) that the State of Florida has set up for dependent children.   
• The RTI program offers them a tuition waiver to any state school in Florida and 
a monthly stipend. It also provides funds to help them transition to independent 
living. 
• Students in relative care, and some adopted children, also can qualify for the 
tuition waiver. 
Slide B: Famous Foster Children 

Materials Handout on Road to Independence Program 
Optional 
workshop 
activities 

N/A 

Slides 

 A  

             
 

B 

 

Follow-up activity 
for participants 

Explore these websites: 
 
ABC News 
http://abcnews.go.com/Primetime/story?id=2005245 
 
Foster Youth I 3 
http://fyi3.com/fyi3/index.cfm 
 
National Foster Parent Association  
http://www.nfpainc.org/ 
 
 

Educational Opportunities for Dependent 
Youth

State: Road To Independence Program
• Tuition Waivers
• Monthly Stipend
• Transitional Independent Living Funds

Federal and National educational funding
• Grants

Pell
• Scholarships

Orphan Foundation
Florida Independent College Fund 

 

Famous Foster Children

• Alonzo Mourning / NBA
• Cher / Singer & Actress
• Daunte Culpepper / NFL
• Eddie Murphy / Actor & Comedienne 
• Ice-T / Singer & Actor
• Marilyn Monroe / Actress
• Tommy Davidson / Actor & Comedienne 
• Victoria Rowell / Dancer & Model

 

 


