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While Live 8 plays, Niger suffers

Food aid chief says industrialized nations slow to respond
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NIAMEY, Niger (Reuters) -- Ask the man in charge of saving thousands 
from starving to death in Niger what he thinks of the Live 8 concerts and 
he shrugs: he hasn't heard of them.

What he does know is that the leaders of the Group of Eight industrialized countries whom 
the organizers want to pressure into doubling aid to Africa have largely ignored his country's 
pleas for help to tackle a devastating drought.

"People have to start dying before the international community starts taking any notice," 
Seidou Bakari, the coordinator of the government's food crisis unit said Saturday, hours 
after the Live 8 extravaganza began.

"The response is very slow, and we can't understand it," he told Reuters in an interview in 
his office in Niamey, the capital of the West African country on the edge of the Sahara.

Niger said nine months ago that drought and locusts had wiped out harvests, confronting 
3.6 million people with food shortages, but emergency donations to the mainly desert nation 
have only begun trickling in during the past few weeks.

Aid workers say children have begun to die of hunger and disease in villages around the 
southern town of Maradi, where people are simply too poor to buy food, and that unless 
help comes soon thousands could die.

The tragedy is that it did not have to be this way.

"We launched an appeal in November, but who has responded?" said Bakari. "We would 
have reinforced our capacity to deal with the crisis. We're relying virtually entirely on our 
own funds."

Live 8 organizer Bob Geldof hopes the concerts held in cities including London, Tokyo and 
will pressure the leaders of the G8 to take concrete action to help Africa at a summit in 
Scotland next week.

Niger shows just how little they often give.

Bakari said G8 members Britain, the United States, Canada, Italy and Russia had yet to 
send any money to Niger's government to tackle the crisis, despite months of appeals.

France, which is the key donor for a fund to tackle hunger in Niger alongside the European 
Union, has contributed a further 1.5 million euros ($1.8 million) in the past few weeks. The 
EU has just given an extra 1.7 million euros in emergency aid.

Japan and Germany have also chipped in.
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Bakari said Niger, the second poorest country in the world, had been appealing since 2003 
for help to build up its cereal reserves, which had fallen to the equivalent in stocks and cash 
of about 40,000 tons that year, compared with more than 80,000 tons in 1991.

Supplies fell partly because of political instability during the 1990s, which had perhaps 
discouraged donors from contributing.

Bakari said had the aid come, there would be no crisis.

"We wanted to tell them that even though we didn't have a famine, we needed to build up 
our stocks," he said.

"They did nothing."

Copyright 2005 Reuters. All rights reserved.This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed.

Story Tools

     

     

Click Here to try 4 Free 
Trial Issues of Time! 

 
Section Page Video International Edition

'Bombing suspects' held

• 26 dead in Iraq suicide attack
• India's death toll nears 750
• Shuttle crew 'surprised' by debris damage

 
Home Page Video Most Popular

Sources: 4 bomb suspects 
caught

• Energy bill passes, goes to Bush
• Shuttle commander 'surprised' about 
falling foam
• Waiving NASA safety margins 'crazy'

International Edition  CNN TV CNN International Headline News Transcripts Advertise with Us About Us

© 2005 Cable News Network LP, LLLP.
A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.
Terms under which this service is provided to you.
Read our privacy guidelines. Contact us.

All external sites will open in a new browser.
CNN.com does not endorse external sites.
Add RSS Headlines

  

http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/africa/07/02/niger.reut/ (3 of 3)7/29/2005 11:26:53 AM

http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#Reuters
http://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
http://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
http://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD
javascript:cnnVideo('browse','/world');
http://edition.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/europe/07/29/london.tube/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/europe/07/29/london.tube/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/07/29/iraq.main/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/asiapcf/07/28/mumbai.rain/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/space/07/29/space.shuttle/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/
javascript:cnnVideo('browse','/ALL');
http://www.cnn.com/mostpopular
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/europe/07/29/london.tube/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/europe/07/29/london.tube/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/europe/07/29/london.tube/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/POLITICS/07/29/energy.bill.ap/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/space/07/29/space.shuttle/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/space/07/29/space.shuttle/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/space/07/29/frm.nasa.engineers/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/CNN/Programs/
http://www.cnn.com/CNNI/
http://www.cnn.com/HLN/
http://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/
http://www.cnn.com/services/advertise/
http://www.cnn.com/INDEX/about.us/
http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html
http://www.cnn.com/privacy.html
http://www.cnn.com/feedback/
http://www.cnn.com/services/rss/
http://www.cnn.com/services/rss/

	cnn.com
	CNN.com - While Live 8 plays, Niger suffers - Jul 2, 2005


	JBPAKMCJFLJCFLIEKELAPAFOPHAIFIPF: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: cnn
	f2: search/top
	f3: web
	f4: 

	f5: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: cnn
	f2: cnn
	f3: side/home
	f4: web
	f5: 

	f6: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: cnn
	f2: cnn
	f3: side/home
	f4: web
	f5: 

	f6: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: cnn
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: Off

	f5: ACTIVATE
	f6: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: cbcnn159
	f2: cbcnn
	f3: Enter Keywords
	f4: Enter City
	f5: [ALL,US]

	f6: 

	form6: 
	x: 
	f1: [Languages]


	form7: 
	x: 
	f1: cnn
	f2: search/bottom
	f3: web
	f4: 

	f5: 




