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News Hundreds of hungry children in Niger cling to life

5-minute Herald
Breaking News

while appeals for aid go largely unheeded.

BY NAFI DIOUF
Associated Press
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The aid agency Oxfam warned last week that about 3.6 million people, about a third of them children, face starvation in
this West African nation devastated by locusts and drought. The U.N.'s humanitarian agency estimates some 800,000
children under 5 are suffering from hunger. The United Nations first appealed for help in November and got little
response. An appeal for $16 million in March generated about $1 million. The latest appeal on May 25 for $30 million has
received about $10 million.

Nasseiba dozed fitfully in the intensive care tent of the emergency center erected by Doctors Without Borders in Maradi,
where 55 other chronically malnourished children were receiving care. Her mother, who is three months pregnant, and
her father stayed behind to work their farm.

Nasseiba tried several times to pull out the tiny feeding tube securely taped to her forehead and running down into her
nose. She found sleep after several meager mouthfuls of enriched formula and what looked like a long, cold stare, sign of
her troubled vision that leaves her blind at night.

Just a few steps from the critically sick, another ward sheltered children who have almost recovered.
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